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e ‘Re: . Revrew of EPA’s Lower Yakrma Valley Nrtrate Study

}Deal Ms Harrrson L ,' '

i - ‘Yaknna County apprecrates the opportumty to provrde comments regardmg EPA’s recently publrshed study, o

e “Relation between.nitrate. in water wells and potential sources in the' Lower Yakima. Valley”. Yakima County, as

o .- Lead Entrty of the Lower Yakrma Valley Groundwater Management A1ea ] (GWMA) Groundwater Adv1sory

A Commrttee (GWAC) like EPA, is committed to developing and nnplementmg long-term strategies to. reduce
" nitrate concentratrons in groundwater below safe drmkmg Water standards. We believe that this same

"¢ comimitment is shared by the crtrzens commumtles mdustrres and commercral enterprrses that are located w1th1n K

 the. Lower Valley

Sl We Were optrmlstw and hopeful that the study would lay a str ong scrent1ﬁo foundatlon for chartmg a course of
action towards our mutual goal of reducmg nitrate - concentrations. Dlsappomtlngly, after our own review of: the

o 'study and. after careful conslderatron of comments made by individual and industry. representatwes along with

- local, state, and tribal entltres we do not believe that the study provides that strong scientific foundation. Instead

: j,tlle study has created a consrderable amount. of confusion, distrust, fragmentatron uncertamty, and skepticism'. '
amongst affected communities and parties. We believe this negatrvrty is largely due to the l1m1tatrons documented” Wl
.- inthe study - most notably the lack of well data and trend data, If the mtent of the study isto draw a drrect
= ~correlatron to the dairies based: upon sound scientific- mformatlon we beheve it farled to do SO snnply because of

‘ " the study s stated 11m1tat10ns and questronable assumptrons o ,‘-' T T

- On a posrtrve note we belreve that the. study i 1s an nnportant ﬁrst step in defmmg the scope and lrkely sources of

o -the nitrate contamlnatron in the Lower Valley - it verifies earlier shallow groundwater findings and supports

o _ questrons that wrll undoubtedly provrde the GWAC w1th a techmcal startmg pomt for forther study

previous theories regarding the potentral nitrate sources in the groundwater In addition, it [presents many -

I summary, we request EPA to serrously corlslder and address study comments 1ece1ved from all partres and to
. ’perform addrtronal investigations and data gatherrng to minimize the study’s lrmrtatrons and assumptions. We ~
- remain optnnlstlc that if EPA is able to do so, the study, revised as appropuate can and would prov1de the str ong
‘;scrennﬁc foundatron that we belreve is. essentral in chartmg a future course of act1on ' : oo

" Again, thank you for your efforts 1n addressmg our groundwater problems and for offermg thrs opportumty to
N comment , : . . , e ‘
" ‘ Smoerely,
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